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STATE  FOR  NEA/MAG;  DRL/NESCA;  AND  PM/RSAT  (MIKE  MILLER) 

E.O.  12958:  DECL : 7/21/2019 

TAGS:  PREL  PGOV  PHUM  PINR  UNGA  MARR  LY  ABLD 

SUBJECT:  THE  CAST  OF  THE  JAMAHIRIYA:  BACKGROUND  INFORMATION  FOR  NEA  AA/S  FELTMAN ' S VISIT  TO  TRIPOLI  REF:  A)  08  TRIPOLI  960;  B)  08  TRIPOLI  993  1 

1. (S/NF)  Summary.  Personalities  and  relationships  play  an  extremely  important  role  in  Libya's  opaque  system  of  government.  Your  visit  will  brir 
MUAMMAR  AL-QADHAFI:  SELF-STYLED  LEADER  OF  AFRICA 

2. (S/NF)  Qadhafi  is  a famously  mercurial  interlocutor:  his  comportment  ranges  from  quiet  and  difficult  to  engage  (sometimes  avoiding  eye  contac 

3. (S/NF)  Qadhafi  views  himself  as  a man  of  particular  historical  importance  and  has  long  sought  to  leverage  leadership  of  Libya  into  a more  prc 

4. (S/NF)  Qadhafi' s increased  international  profile  as  AU  Chair  coincides  with  the  40th  anniversary  of  the  Fatah  Revolution  (September  1)  and  th 
MUSA  KUSA'S  EXPANDING  PORTFOLIO 

5. (S/NF)  Musa  Kusa  was  named  Foreign  Minister  in  March,  and  was  dual-hatted  as  External  Security  Organization  (ESO)  chief  for  several  weeks  bef 

6. (S/NF)  Kusa  is  a key  mentor  for  Muatassim  al-Qadhafi  and  served  as  his  "minder"  during  the  latter's  first  trip  to  the  U.S.  in  September  2007 
AL-BAGHDADI  AL-MAHMOUDI : THE  SKEPTIC 

7. (S/NF)  Prime  Minister  Dr.  al-Baghdadi  al-Mahmoudi  has  been  described  as  having  limited  influence  with  Muammar  al-Qadhafi,  though  he  is  a key 
MUATASSIM  AL-QADHAFI 'S  ROLE  AND  INTERESTS 

8. (S/NF)  Muatassim' s visit  to  Washington  was  seen  here  as  further  evidence  that  he  is  being  groomed  as  a potential  successor  to  his  father's  th 

9. (S/NF)  When  Muatassim  raised  the  issue  of  Libya's  C-130's  with  the  Political-Military  (PM)  Bureau,  PM  responded  that  while  the  U.S.  would  loc 

10. (S/NF)  During  his  visit  to  Washington,  USG  interlocuturs  urged  Muatassim  to  initiate  a Political-Military  Dialogue  and  marked  it  as  the  appi 
SAIF  AL-ISLAM  AL-QADHAFI  — MOVING  BEHIND  THE  SCENES 

11. (S/NF)  Whereas  Saif  al-Islam  ostensibly  retreated  from  political  life  nearly  one  year  ago,  his  influence  remains  palpable  within  the  country 

12. (S/NF)  Comment:  We  have  requested  meetings  for  you  with  all  of  the  personalities  outlined  above.  Because  the  roles  that  Musa,  Muatassim,  anc 


